POPULATION   IN   PREHISTORIC   TIMES
dead were buried with their weapons, ornaments, pottery, and
utensils, and the tomb was so arranged that it was possible to
introduce food into it.
The great care which these peoples devoted to burying their
dead in these solid structures, and providing them with the objects
necessary during life, proves that they considered it necessary to
take care of the dead and believed them capable of feeling the
same needs as they had done during life, as though their life still
continued in the tomb, A large number of charms or amulets -
small symbolic objects used to avert ill fortune - has been found
in the tombs. These peoples, like those of the East, dreaded the
power of evil spirits, against which they defended themselves by
means of objects possessing the virtue of averting evil influences.
Thus the most ancient and spontaneous beliefs seem to have been
an awestruck respect for the dead, and the fear of ill luck; and
these have continued to be the most deeply rooted in the mass of
the French population.
We have no direct evidence bearing on the social organization
of the peoples belonging to the ages previous to the Iron Age, but
the traces of their handiwork provide us with at least one piece of
information: to cut down thousands of tree-trunks and stick them
firmly into the beds of lakes, or to carry the enormous blocks
forming the menhirs and dolmens to the spot and erect them, a
great number of men were required, working in concert beneath
the direction of a single strong authority. Hence these peoples
must already have been grouped in strictly disciplined tribes,
obeying leaders possessed of an authority backed by force; it is
these chiefs who are to be found buried with their weapons and
ornaments.
So far no trustworthy method has been discovered of estimating
the duration of the ages preceding the Iron Age. The only exact
date at which it has been possible to arrive has been by means of
objects bearing the name of an Egyptian king; but no objects of
this kind have been found in France. In the East the use of bronze
seems to go back to between 3,500 and 3,000 years before our era;
in France it may have started towards the thirtieth century before
Christ and lasted for about two thousand years. We have no
evidence as to the duration of the neolithic age, which must have
been even longer, authorities hesitating between thirty and fifty
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